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The FAZIOEAamily in 1947

PaoloFaziolwasbornin Romein 1944 into a family of furniture makers
Fromaveryearlyagehe demonstrateda gift for musicanda keeninterestin the piano.

He consequentlystarted taking piano lessonsand continued his piano studiesthorough his
high schooland university years, during which he developeda keen interest in the piano
constructiontechnology,broadeninghis knowledgeby visiting manufacturingand restoration
workshopsandreadingthe mostauthoritative literature on the subject

In 1969, he graduatedfrom the Universityof Romewith a degreein MechanicalEngineering
andin 1971 he receiveda degreein piano performancefrom the G. RossiniConservatoryin
Pesarounderthe guidanceof Maestro SergioCafaro At the sametime, heearnedaa I & & S N.
degreein Music Compositionat the St CeciliaAcademyin Rome,where he studiedunderthe
composerBorisPorena

In the meantime, his elder brothers took over the family business,manufacturing office
furniture and exporting it throughout the world under the brand of MIM (Mobili Italiani
Moderni).

TheTurinfactory specialisedn the productionof metal furniture, while the Sacilefactory (in
the provinceof Pordenone)manufacturedwood furniture usingrare and exoticwoodssuchas
teak, mahoganyandrosewood
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1971, PaolcC | T AgeaduatiOnoncertat the
Conservatoryn Pesaro

Paolo Fazioli joined the company after graduation, honing his managementskills as a
production planningmanagerfirst in Romeand then at the Turin factory, while at the same
time developinghisexpertisein wood processing

However, he soon left the family businessin order to pursue his dream of designingand
building new pianos He beganby devoting himselfto the in-depth study of contemporary
grand piano production, analysing their structure and performance while consulting
researcherandexpertsin the field.

Hisfamily, and particularlyhis eldestbrother Virgilio,who wasan expertin wood technology,
were hugely supportive, providing him with the support needed to carry out research,
developmentand production

Duringthis initial phase,PaoloFaziolidefined the basicfeaturesof the piano he wanted to
build. He was convincedthat, by introducinga number of designchangesasedon the latest
researchin acousticsand material development,he would be ableto build aninnovativeand
superiorinstrument
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At the end of the 19705, PaoloC | T Aegperiis€ritraditional piano manufacturing,coupled
with hisresearch experienceand creativity, finally brought about the establishmentof a new
businessTheFazioliPianoFactorywasestablishedwithin the Sacilefurniture plant, about40
milesnorth of Venice

Thischoiceof location fulfilled a number of organisationaland production needs materials
were close to hand, as were researchand analysislaboratories and, most importantly,
specialisedtraftsmen

In 1979 he started designinghis first prototype for a babygrandpiano. He wasassistedby a
smallteam consistingof ProfessoiPietro Righinj an expertin musicalacousticsand Professor
GuglielmoGiordano,aneminentwoodtechnologistaswell asVirgilioFazioland LinoTiveron

Theprototype of the F183 modelwascompletedin Junel98Q followed at the end of the year
by the prototypesof two other models,the FL56andthe F278.

Paolo Fazioli, Lino Tiveron, Pietro Righini (the Stegpg
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In Januaryl 98], FazioliPianofortisrl wasofficiallyincorporated Theprototypesof the modelsF183,
F156 and F278 were presentedto the pressand trade professionals Participantsto the press
conferenceincludedthe renownedmusicologistPiero Rattaling in additionto professorsGiordano
andRighini

In Februarythe samepianoswere exhibitedat the FrankfurtMusikmessewhere the presenceof an
Italian piano-makercreatedsomethingof a sensation

In the secondhalf of that year,work beganon the prototype of the 228 model

In the meantime, pianist Nikita Magalof accepted an invitation to visit the Sacilefactory and
successfullperformedin concerton a R278 concertgrandpiano.

Above Frankfurt, Germany, 198Musikmesse

Below Sacile, 1981, Nikitdlagaloff concerton Fazioli piano
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